NEMAI
CONSULTING

147 Bram Fischer Drive P.O. Box 1673 Tel: 011 781 1730

FERNDALE SUNNINGHILL Fax: 011 781 1731

2194 2157 Email: info@nemai.co.za
Our Reference: 10775/20231006/EA Notification

6 October 2023

Re: PROPOSED PILOT CARBON DIOXIDE STORAGE PROJECT NEAR LEANDRA IN THE
GOVAN MBEKI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE - NOTIFICATION
OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

Dear Sir / Madam

The Council for Geoscience (CGS) (the Applicant) has proposed a Pilot Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Storage
Project near Leandra in the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality, Mpumalanga Province (the Project).

This serves as notification in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of 2014, as
amended, promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998), that the
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) granted Environmental Authorisation for the
Project (DFFE reference no.: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2777) on 27 September 2023. DFFE’s reasons for these
decisions are contained in Appendix A. A copy of the Environmental Authorisation is available on request.

Parties have the right to appeal against the decision in terms of the National Appeal Regulations published
under Government Notice R993 in Government Gazette No. 38303 dated 8 December 2014 (National Appeal
Regulations, 2014) (refer to a copy of these Regulations contained in Appendix B). The National Appeal
Regulations, 2014, prescribe the appeal procedure to be followed.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against the decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the Appeal
Administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the Applicant, any registered Interested and Affected Party, and
any organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the decision
was sent to the registered Interested and Affected Parties.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:

The Director: Appeals and Legal Review at DFFE at the below mentioned addresses:
e By email: appealsdirectorate@dffe.qov.za;
e By hand: Environment House, 473 Steve Biko, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083; or
e By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit DFFE’s
website at https://www.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal authorisations or request a copy of the
documents at appealsdirectorate @dffe.gov.za.

Nemai Consulting (PTY) Ltd 1
2017/535994/07
Director: D Naidoo


mailto:appealsdirectorate@dffe.gov.za
https://www.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations
mailto:appealsdirectorate@dffe.gov.za

You are welcome to contact the undersigned for any queries.

Yours faithfully
Nemai Consulting (Pty) Ltd

Donavan Henning
Environmental Assessment Practitioner
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Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/116/3/3/1/2777

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Information considered in making the decision

In reachfng its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration -

a)  Thelisted activities as applied for in the application form received by the Department on 29 May 2023.

b)  The information contained in the final BAR dated August 2023.

¢)  The comments received from Interested and Affected Parties (I1&APs) as included in the final BAR dated
August 2023.

d)  Mitigation measures as proposed in the final BAR dated August 2023 and the EMPr.

e)  The information contained in the specialist input contained within the Appendices of the final BAR dated
August 2023 and as appears below:
Title Prepared by Date

' Freshwater Assessment for the proposed | Nitai Consulting (Pty) Ltd May 2023
Pilot Carbon Dioxide Storage Project,
Mpumalanga Province, South Africa

| Terrestrial Biodiversity ~ Compliance | Nitai Consulting (Pty) Ltd May 2023
Statement
"Pilot Carbon Dioxide Storage Project | Nitai Consulting (Pty) Ltd May 2023

Near Leandra, Mpumalanga Province

Heritage Impact Assessment

' Palaeontological Desktop Assessment | Banzai Environmental May 2023

Proposed Carbon Dioxide Storage Project

near Leandra in Mpumalanga

Air Quality Specialist Study UVW - Centro de Modelagéo de | May 2023
Sistemas Ambientais, Lda
Groundwater Specialist Study | Nemus | May 2023
14




Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2777

2.

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Depariment was considered in the Department's consideration of the application.

A summary of the issues which, in the Department’s view, were of the most significance is set out below.

a)
b)
¢)

The findings of all the specialist input conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

The need for the proposed project which is to mitigate the emissions of CO2 into the atmosphere.

The final BAR dated August 2023 identified all legislations and guidelines that have been considered in
the preparation of the BAR.

The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the final BAR dated August 2023
and the specialist input have been adequately indicated.

A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the minimum
requirements as prescribed in the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended for public involvement.

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following findings -

The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the final BAR dated August 2023 and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

The information contained in the final BAR dated August 2023 is deemed to be accurate and credible.
The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified impacts.
EMPr measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the development were
proposed and included in the final BAR and will be implemented to manage the identified environmental

impacts during the construction phase.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions contained in the

Environmental Authorisation, the authorised activities will not conflict with the general objectives of integrated

environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and

that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the authorised activities can be mitigated

to acceptable levels. The Environmental Authorisation is accordingly granted.
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APPENDIX A: SITE LAYOUT PLAN




APPENDIX B

COPY OF NATIONAL APPEAL REGULATIONS, 2014

Appendices



(12 March 2015 — to date)
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 107 OF 1998

(Gazette No. 19519, Notice No. 1540. Commencement date: 29 January 1999 [Proc. No. 8, Gazette No.
19703])

NATIONAL APPEAL REGULATIONS, 2014

Government Notice R993 in Government Gazette 38303 dated 8 December 2014. Commencement date:
8 December 2014.

As amended by:

National Appeal Amendment Regulations, 2015 - Government Notice R205 in Government Gazette 38559
dated 12 March 2015. Commencement date: 12 March 2015.

I, Boma Edith Edna Molewa, Minister of Environmental Affairs, hereby make the regulations pertaining to the
processing, consideration of, and decision on appeals, under section 44(1)(a) read with section 43(4) of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as set out in the Schedule hereto.

(Signed)
BOMO EDITH EDNA MOLEWA
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
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1. Interpretation

2. Purpose of Regulations

Application of Regulations

4, Appeal submission

5. Responding statement
6. Appeal panel

7.

8. Communication

9. Repeal of regulations

10. Transitional arrangements
11.  Short title and commencement

Annexure 1: Regulations Repealed

1. Interpretation
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SCHEDULE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

INTEPRETATION [sic] AND PURPOSE OF REGULATIONS

CHAPTER 2

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCESSING OF APPEALS

Recommendations and decisions on appeals

CHAPTER 3
GENERAL MATTERS

CHAPTER 1

INTERPRETATION AND PURPOSE OF REGULATIONS

(1) In these Regulations any word or expression 'o which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, and

unless the context requires otherwise-

"appeal administrator" means a holder of an office in the Department or Provincial Department

responsible for environmental affairs who administers the appeal on behalf of the appeal authority;

"appeal authority" is the Minister, the MEC or a person delegated the power to decide on appeals by

the Minister or MEC, as the case may be;

(o2
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"appellant” means any person who is entitled to submit an appeal in terms of the legislation referred

to in regulation 3(1) of these Regulations;

"applicant” means a person to whom a decision has been issued in terms of the Act or specific
environmental management Act;
(Definition of “applicant” placed in the correct alphabetical order by regulation 2(b) of Government Notice
R205 dated 12 March 2015)

"decision-maker" means an official who has been delegated the authority to make a decision in terms

of the laws referred to in regulation 3(1) of these Regulations;

‘Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006" means the Environmental Impact

Assessment Regulations, 2006 published under Government Notice No. R. 385 of 21 April 2006;

(Definition of “Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 ” inserted by regulation 2(a) of
Government Notice R205 dated 12 March 2015)

"Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010” means the Environmental Impact

Assessment Regulations, 2010 published under Government Notice No, R. 543 of 2 August 2010;

(Definition of “Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010” inserted by regulation 2(a) of
Government Notice R205 dated 12 March 2015)

"independent”, in relation to a person appointed as a member of an appeal panel or a person
providing an appeal authority with expert advice as contemplated in regulation 6 of these Regulations,

means-

(@) that such a person has no business, financial, personal or other interest in the appeal in respect
of which that person is appointed in terms of these Regulations other than fair remuneration for

work performed in connection with that appeal; and

(b) that there are no circumstances that may compromise the objectivity of that person in

performing such work;
"the Act" means the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998).

(2) When a period of days must be reckoned in terms of these Regulations, the period must be reckoned
as from the start of the day following that particular day to the end of the last day of the period, but if
the last day of the period falls on a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday, that period must be extended
to the end of the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday, and the period of 15

December to 5 January must be excluded from the reckoning of days.

(3) Where a prescribed timeframe is affected by one or more public holidays, the timeframe must be

extended by the number of public holiday days falling within that timeframe.

at2e,
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Purpose of Regulations

The purpose of these Regulations is to regulate the procedure contemplated in section 43(4) of the

Act relating to the submission, processing and consideration of, a decision on an appeal.

Application of Regulations

These Regulations are applicable to an appeal in terms of section 43 of the Act to the Minister or MEC

against a decision taken in terms of the:

(@) Environment Conservation Act, 1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989);

(b)  National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998);

(c) National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004);

(d)  National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004); or

(e) National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008);

and subordinate legislation made in terms of any of these Acts.

No appeal is available if the Minister or MEC took the decision himself or herself in his or her capacity

as the competent authority, issuing authority or licensing authority.

An appeal against a decision by an official or municipal manager acting under delegated authority
from a metropolitan, district or local municipality must be submitted, processed and considered in
terms of section 62 of the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act No. 32 of 2000).

CHAPTER 2
ADMINISTRATION AND PROCESSING OF APPEALS

Appeal submission

An appellant must submit the appeal to the appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the
applicant, any registered interested and affected party and any organ of state with interest in the
matter within 20 days from:

(a) the date that the notification of the decision for an application for an environmental authorisation

or a waste management licence was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by

the applicant; or



(2)

(1)

(2)

3)

1)

(o2
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(b) the date that the notification of the decision was sent to the applicant by the competent

authority, issuing authority or licensing authority, in the case of decisions other than those

referred to in paragraph (a).

An appeal submission must be-

(a) submitted in writing in the form obtainable from the appeal administrator; and

(b) accompanied by-

0] a statement setting out the grounds of appeal,

(i)  supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal submission; and

(i)  a statement, including supporting documentation, by the appellant to confirm compliance
with regulation 4(1) of these Regulations.

Responding statement

The applicant, the decision-maker, interested and affected parties and organ of state must submit their
responding statement, if any, to the appeal authority and the appellant within 20 days from the date of
receipt of the appeal submission.

Appeal panel

If the appeal authority reasonably believes that expert advice must be sought or that an appeal panel
must be appointed, the appeal administrator must source an independent expert or Constitute an
independent appeal panel, or both, within 10 days from the date of receipt of an instruction from the
appeal authority.

The appeal panel contemplated in subregulation (1) may consist of such number of independent
experts and with such expertise as the Appeal Authority may deem necessary under the

circumstances;

The expert or appeal panel must provide advice to the appeal administrator within 10 days from the

receipt of an instruction from the appeal administrator.

Recommendations and decisions on appeals

The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within

30 days of receipt of the responding statement referred to in regulation 5 of these Regulations, in the
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10.
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event that an independent expert has not been sourced or an independent appeal panel has not been

constituted.

The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within
10 days of receipt of the advice referred to in regulation 6(2) of these Regulations, in the event that an
independent expert has been sourced or an independent appeal panel has been constituted,

The appeal authority must reach a decision on an appeal, and notify the appellant, applicant, and any
registered interested and affected party, within 20 days of the recommendation on the appeal by the
appeal administrator,

The decision contemplated in subregulation (3) must contain written reasons for the decision.

Communication

A person may deliver documents in terms of these regulations by using one of the delivery methods
referred to in section 47D of the Act.

In order to meet the time periods determined in these regulations, the person referred to in
subregulation (1), must also email, fax or hand deliver the document to the recipient, if the document

is delivered by ordinary mail or registered mail.

CHAPTER 3
GENERAL MATTERS

Repeal of regulations

The regulations mentioned in the Table in Annexure 1 to these Regulations are hereby repealed or

amended to the extent set out in the third column of the Table.

Transitional arrangements

An appeal lodged prior to the commencement of these Regulations, and which is still pending when
these Regulations takes effect, must be finalised in terms of the legislation that applied at the time
when the appeal was lodged.

An appeal lodged after 8 December 2014 against a decision taken-

(& inrelation to a waste management license or integrated in terms of the National Environmental

Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008), which followed the processes in the

regulations referred to in paragraph (b) and (c);
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(b) interms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006; or

(c) interms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010,

must despite the repeal of the regulations referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c) be dispensed with in
terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 as if those regulations have not
been repealed: Provided in the instance where a decision was taken after 8 December 2014, but prior
to the publication of the National Appeal Amendment Regulations, 2015, and the applicant was
informed in such decision to follow a different appeal process than the process indicated in sub-
regulation (2), the appeal process indicated in such decision must be followed, unless otherwise
informed by the relevant appeal authority.
(Regulation 10(2) substituted by regulation 3(a) of Government Notice R205 dated 12 March 2015)

(3) For all decisions, other than decisions in sub-regulation (2)-

(@ an appeal lodged after 8 December 2014 against a decision taken prior to 8 December 2014,
must follow the appeal process applicable at the time of the decision; and

(b) an appeal lodged after 8 December 2014 against a decision taken after 8 December 2014, in
terms of the legislation indicated in regulation 3 of these Regulations, must be submitted,
processed and considered in terms of these Regulations.

(Regulation 10(3) added by regulation 3(b) of Government Notice R205 dated 12 March 2015)

11. Short title and commencement

These Regulations are called the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, and take effect on the date of
publication in the Gazette.

ANNEXURE 1

REGULATIONS REPEALED

Date and year of publication Short title Extent of repeal

Government Notice No. R.543, | Environmental Impact Assessment | Chapter 7
Gazette No. 33306 of 18 June 2010 Regulations, 2010.
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